The pioneer work of Klein on unilaterally pregnant rabbits, rats and hamsters (Klein, 1933 (Klein, , 1935 (Klein, , 1938 established the role of the pregnant uterus in maintaining, independently of the foetuses, the histological structure and function of the corpora lutea of pregnancy. If the pregnant horn were removed from unilaterally pregnant animals in mid-pregnancy, degeneration of the corpora lutea followed, the progestational proliferation in the sterile horn broke down and a fresh ovulation took place. From 
(Received 28th September 1966) The pioneer work of Klein on unilaterally pregnant rabbits, rats and hamsters (Klein, 1933 (Klein, , 1935 (Klein, , 1938 established the role of the pregnant uterus in maintaining, independently of the foetuses, the histological structure and function of the corpora lutea of pregnancy. If the pregnant horn were removed from unilaterally pregnant animals in mid-pregnancy, degeneration of the corpora lutea followed, the progestational proliferation in the sterile horn broke down and a fresh ovulation took place. From (Hammond & Marshall, 1930) .
Operations were carried out under intra-peritoneal Nembutal (0\m=.\3ml/kg) and ether anaesthesia; the approach was through a mid-line ventral incision. The structure of the cervix in the ferret permits migration of fertilized ova, which has been observed on several occasions (Hammond, Figs. 1 to 4) . This is compared with the proliferation in a normal pseudo-pregnant female, since owing to ova migration a sterile horn is uncommon in normal pregnancy.
Since pregnancy and pseudo-pregnancy both last 6 weeks in the ferret and oestrus recurs at about the normal time after total hysterectomy (Deanesly & Parkes, 1933; Hammond, personal (1962) was only seen when the present experi¬ mental work was completed. Most badgers in December and January contained developing embryos, but some non-pregnant females had corpora lutea resembling those of pregnancy as had been observed in the mink (Hammond, 1952 ). An experiment showed that if the parts of a badger uterus containing embryos were removed, the corpora lutea of pregnancy, 8 days later, were not regressed as after normal parturition. Canivenc et al. concluded that the corpora lutea were independent of any placental luteotrophin. It was also observed that in the badger the corpora lutea of pregnancy actually enlarge, after the delay period, before the egg has become implanted. There is some evidence that this is also true of the stoat, Mustela mustela, (Deanesly, 1935) , and it appears that in several if not all mustelids, full development and mainten¬ ance of the corpora lutea is independent of placental influence.
My best thanks are due to Mr J. Hammond, not Fig. 1 and bottom left in Fig. 2 are frequently found at the edges of ferret corpora lutea and are similar to the luteinized interstitial cells in the ovarian stroma. Fig. 3 . Normal 30-day uterine proliferation in pseudo-pregnant ferret. X 69. Fig. 4 . Uterine proliferation from the same female as Fig. 2 indicating continued corpus luteum activity 8 days after termination of pregnancy, 69.
